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90
th
 and 91

st
 Foot Guard Dog Shows Held 

MAJ Mark Boudreau 

This year, our dog shows, traditionally held on weekends, were held during the week, Thursday and Friday February 
23rd and 24th due to a number of factors related to availability at the Eastern States Exposition, our dog showôs home 

for the last two year and other dog shows in the area.  We 
went into the show not knowing how we would be received 
because of the non-weekend dates.  We did have fewer 
dogs than last year; approximately 840 entrants on 
Thursday and 1000 on Friday.  And, we had a new show 
superintendent; Jim RAU Dog Shows, Ltd.  There was also 
concern about how many Foot Guard members would be 
able to attend the shows because of work.  When we finally 
finished and went home on Friday night, we could easily 
declare our shows a success and just about every aspect of 
the shows was handled expertly and professionally. 

     We had our opening ceremonies as we always do, but 
with a significantly smaller band than usual.  On Thursday, 
the band consisted of seven wind instruments and two 
percussion, the bass drum played by yours truly.  On Friday 
we had one more instrumentalist and LTC Cain manned the 
bass drum.  Not to worry; the musicians present had the 
correct parts so that the National Anthem sounded like the 
entire band was there. 

     My heartfelt thanks to those musicians and all Foot 
Guard members who helped out in any way at the shows 
this year whether to sell premium books, enhance the Foot 
Guard presence or, very importantly, to record all of the 
group winners making it possible for me to include those 
results below. 

     On Friday morning, we presented our Stubby Award 

 
Continued on next page 

Best In Show, chosen by judge Sheila Dinardo, 
was won by the Sporting group winner, Clussexx 
Man of Steel, call name Angus, a Clumber Spaniel 
owned by Douglas A. Johnson & J Hubband & J. 
Haverick & K. & W. Holbrook & B. Down of 
Bloomington IN. 
     Members of the Foot Guard assist MAJ Mark 
Boudreau in presenting the Best in Show trophy to the 
winner of the 91st First Company Governor's Foot 
Guard Athletic Association Dog Show to Angus, a 
Clumber Spaniel. 

Photo courtesy of  Laurie McCrewell. 
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posthumously to Wethersfield police dog Thor who died from wounds received in the line of duty last fall.  SGT Oscar 
Rivera was present to accept the award.  More about Thor in an accompanying article. 

As always happens, there are many questions from visitors to the show regarding who we are and what the 
significance of our uniforms is.  The officers and band members who were present were kept busy with these inquiries 
from those participating in or visiting the show along with the usual requests for photographs.  Just to clarify, the 
owners, handlers and other people asked the questions and requested the picture; not the dogs.  Again, my deepest 
appreciation to those members who stayed through any part of the day and helped out. 

There are always some things to be learned from each show and weôll keep track of those so our future shows keep 
getting better.  Our two winners this years represented breeds that have been Best in Show at Foot Guard dog shows 
in the not too distant past, a Bearded Collie named Luke on Thursday and a Clumber Spaniel named Angus on Friday. 
 

The winners from our 90th show on Thursday 
 

Junior Showmanship 
 

The Best Junior Handler went to Artemis Tsagarakis showing Millertimeôs Boston Legal, a German 
Shepherd owned by Artemis Tsagarakis of Ashland, MA. 

 

Best Puppy 
 

The Best Puppy was won by Chantsmere Carrieanna, a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel owned by Edith 
Tibbets of Scituate, MA. 

 

Best Owner Handler 
 

The Best Owner Handler was won by Eltorroôs Elise Elegant, call name Elise, a French Bulldog owned 
and shown by Matthew Dover of Reading, MA. 

 

Group Best Dogs 
 

Hounds:  Kiarryôs Foolish Jokester, call name Jay-Jay, an American Foxhound owned by Ellen M Charles 
& Devon Kipp & Lisa Miller of Washington, DC. 
 

Sporting:  Clussexx Man of Steel, call name Angus, a Clumber Spaniel owned by Douglas A. Johnson & J. 
Hubband & J. Haverick & K. & W. Holbrook & B. Down of Bloomington, IN. 
 

Toy:  Dartan Diamonds Are Foreven At Viva, call name Ace, a Chihuahua (Smooth coat) owned by 
Cecilia Bozzo of Wilmington, DE. 
 

Terriers:  Roadhouse Life of the Party, an American Staffordshire Terrier, call name Louie owned by 
Dave Berry & William Roadhouse of Westfield, MA. 
 

Working:  Sherwoodôs Saratoga Sensation, call name Toga, a Doberman Pinscher owned by Christy & 
Gary Jorden of Clifton Park, NY. 
 

Herding:  Dunhill Steeler Nation, call name Zack, a Bearded Collie owned by Ray & Dr. Kathy Harrington & 
Valerie and Scott Shaffer of Venetia, PA. 
 

Non Sporting:  Eltorroôs Elise Elegant, call name Elise, a French Bulldog owned by Matthew Dover of 
Reading, MA. 
 

 

Best In Show, chosen by judge Hal T. Biermann, was won by the Herding group winner, Bearded Collie Dunhill 

Steeler Nation, call name Zack. 
 

The winners from our 91st show on Friday 
 

Junior Showmanship 
 

The Best Junior Handler went to Hope Anzalone showing Terra-Blue Aragorn Noble Heart an Australian 
Shepherd owned by Brenda Story and Hope Anzalone of Warren, CT. 

 

Obedience Trials 
 

The High Combined (Open B and Utility) went to Holtherôs Racinô Bye Ewe a Border Collie owned by Lara 
Avery of Somers, CT. 

 
Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page: The winners from our 91st show on Friday: 
 

Best Owner Handler 
 

The Best Owner Handler was won by Casa 
Blancaôs I Pick Blake At Castlerock, a Pug owned 
by Ashley B.L. Fischer & Keith S Fischer of Wilton, 
CT. 
 

Group Best Dogs 
 

Non Sporting:  Surrey Turbinado, a Miniature 
Poodle, call name Vindy, owned by Ron & Debbie 
Scott & Kaz Hosaka of Dillsberg, PA. 
 

Terriers: : Roadhouse Life of the Party an 
American Staffordshire Terrier, call name Louie, 
owned by Dave Berry & William Roadhouse of 
Westfield, MA. 
 

Working:  Highlanderôs Take It To The Limit, call 
name Moe, a Siberian Husky owned by Brian & 
Anne Palmer & Hiroyo Shimizu of Edinboro, PA. 
 

Hounds:  Mia-Bakhu Sleeping With The Enemy of 
Halla, call name Wink, a Pharoah Hound owned by 
Dr. Stephen Sipperly & R Newman & P Haig & L Witt of Selkirk, NY. 
 

Herding:  Pentastars Arrest Me Red, call name Ticket, an Australian Shepherd owned by Pamela Gagnon 
& Bruce Lovelette of Enosburgh Falls, VT. 
 

Sporting:  Clussexx Man of Steel, call name Angus, a Clumber Spaniel owned by Douglas A. Johnson & J 
Hubband & J. Haverick & K. & W. Holbrook & B. Down of Bloomington IN. 
 

Toy:  Yarrow Hi-Tech Drills N Skills, call name Fiona, an Affenpinshcer owned by Milan lint & Dr. & 
Mrs. William Truesdale of Doylestown, PA. 

Members of the Foot Guard assist MAJ Mark 
Boudreau in presenting the Best in Show trophy to the 
winner of the 90th First Company Governor's Foot Guard 
Athletic Association Dog Show to Luke, a Bearded 
Collie. 

Photo courtesy of Pat Boudreau 

 

         First Presidential Inauguration 

Of 

President Hoover 

Taken from An Honor to the State 

By 

Lloyd C. Fowles  

MAJ Loren Schave 

On March 4 Governor Trumbull was escorted to Washington by both the First and Second Companies 

of Foot Guards.  Approximately 170 men, almost the entire complement, made the trip for the first 

appearance of the Governorôs Guards at a Presidential 

inauguration.  Although ñtheir uniforms helped brighten the 

dull-covered days,ò actually the Company waited in a pouring 

rain for two hours before starting and as a result, looked 

ñsomewhat bedraggled.ò  The band, which had been 

particularly stirring in spite of the elements, played its new 

march dedicated to Major Hyde and in the only humorous 

touch of  the occasion treated the Presidential reviewing 

stand to ñLet A Smile Be Your Umbrella.ò 

Museum News 
MAJ Loren Schave 

 

Now on display in the Company 
Room are models of two famous 
warships.  Nelsonôs Flag Ship H.M.S. 
Victory and the U.S.S. Constitution ñOld 
Ironsides.ò  Both are complete in every 

detail. 
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Stubby Award Presented to Thor 
MAJ Mark Boudreau 

At the 91st First Company Governorôs Foot Guard Athletic 
Association dog show on Friday, February 24th, this yearôs Stubby 
Award was presented posthumously to Thor, a Wethersfield police 
dog who died from wounds suffered in the line of duty back in 
November of 2016.  The award was presented to Sgt. Oscar Rivera 
of the Wethersfield Police Department following the opening 
ceremonies of the show. 

Police Canine Thor was obtained by the Wethersfield Police 
Department on August 20, 2014 from Shallow Creek Kennels in 
Sharpsville, PA and served in the Patrol Division, Canine Unit during 
his career.  Thor was known for his loyalty, dedication, and his 
tenacity.  In December of 2014  Thor and his partner, Patrol Officer 
Nuno Martins, completed the intensive sixteen week K-9 training and 
graduated from the Connecticut State Police 170th Patrol Dog class. 

Although he only served two years on the force, Thor distinguished 
himself numerous times.  In April of 2015, Thor located a burglary 
suspect who was hiding under a bench on a residentôs front porch in 
the same neighborhood as the incident.  Later that year in July Thor 
had a significant find when Wethersfield Police Officers responded to 
a motel on the Silas Deane Highway where a stabbing had taken 
place.  Thor was certified in evidence recovery and located the knife 
used in the stabbing, a crucial piece of evidence in that very serious 
crime.  Again in July, Thor had a significant find when a Wethersfield 
police officer spotted a suspicious male in the vicinity of a Berlin 
Turnpike clothing store that had been burglarized three times in the 
previous three months.  The suspect ran into the woods when he 
spotted the officer.  Thor and Officer Martins responded and located 
the suspect who was tied to all three previous burglaries. 

On November 21, 2016, Thor had a significant find when 
Wethersfield Police were called to motel on the Silas Deane Highway in response to a reported kidnapping of a 
woman out of Hartford.  The complainant related that the victim had been beaten and was being held against her will.  
As the officers approached the motel, the suspect, who was allegedly armed with a hand gun, fled on foot.  Thor 
tracked the suspect to his hiding spot.  The suspect ran again so Officer Martins deployed Thor off-leash because the 
suspect posed such a serious threat to the public.  Despite having trouble through some thick brush, Thor pursued the 
suspect.  During this pursuit, Thor became separated from his partner and sustained serious injuries.  When he was 
located, he was taken to an animal hospital but eventually succumbed to his injuries the following day. 

We are proud to present the Stubby Award to Thor for his selfless bravery and willingness to put his life on the line 
in service to the people of Wethersfield. 

MAJ Mark Boudreau presents this year's Stubby 
Award to  Sgt. Oscar Rivera of the Wethersfield 
Police Department on behalf of Thor, a 
Wethersfield Police dog who succumbed to 
wounds received in the line of duty back in 
November 2015. 

Photo courtesy of Laurie McCrewell 

About the Stubby Award: 

In February of 1918, a canine hero was made.  "Stubby", a 

mixed breed pup adopted by a member of the Connecticut 

National Guard and smuggled overseas by his owner, saved 

soldiers from sure death by alerting them to a gas attack.  By 

the end of the war, after being wounded multiple times and 

performing other heroic actions such as finding and holding a 

German spy for allied troops, Stubby was promoted to 

Sergeant and received several awards.  Today, the First 

Company Governor's Foot Guard continues to recognize 

special animals by presenting the Stubby Awards to dogs 

involved in acts of heroism in the State of Connecticut. 
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In The Spotlight 

Spotlight On Corporal Natasha Handschumacher 
MAJ Bob Nearine 

Photo courtesy of CPT Kevin Cormack 

 

     Unlike a majority of her fellow Foot guarders, Natasha 
Handshumacher is not a native-born Nutmegger; not quite, 
anyway.  Born in Pennsylvania, the family came to Enfield 
Connecticut in 1983.  Natasha enrolled in the public schools, 
and was graduated from Enfield High School in 1989 with 
honors.  She attended Asnuntuck Community College, 
receiving her Associate degree in business Administration in 
2000, and followed this up with a Certificate in Marketing in 
2002. 

     Natasha has been employed by Motel 6 for over twenty-
three years.  She is an avid reader, and during her spare time 
dabbles in needlecraft.  Married to fellow Foot Guarder Rob 
Handschumacher in 1995 the couple presently reside in 
Windsor Locks, along with Natashaôs three cats. 
 

     BR:  How did you get interested in the Foot Guard? 

     NATASHA:  Through my dad, the late Corporal John A. B. 
Ohagan, who was a long-time member of the Company.  My 
initial plan was to join the band, but because of an accident I 
could no longer play the flute and so I opted out of that option.  
It was not until about three years ago that I decided to enlist in 
the line.  I had always been interested in the unit and when I 

was given the chance I took it.  I wanted to follow in Johnôs footsteps and besides I liked spending time at the armory.  
It just made sense to join and make it official. 

 

BR:  Once enlisted, did you find that some of the older members were able to help you learn the ropes? 

NATASHA:  Absolutely!  John was particularly helpful.  He gave me the discipline to do what is needed.  He was a 
great dad and gave me the guidance to follow my dreams and to have the determination to do what I need to do to 
accomplish my dreams and goals.   As was SGM Dwelley for the patience to train me and to put up with me being 
that I can be stubborn, 1st Lt Kevin McCrewell for giving the encouragement to join and advance and of course, hubby 
Rob. 

 

BR:  What do you like most about the Foot Guard? 

NATASHA:  The camaraderie, friendship, and the willingness of the members to help one another.  When we lost 
our home in Windsor Locks, a number of the members pitched in to help us move as much stuff out of the home with 
only one day notice.  That was about three years ago now in March. 

 

BR:  And what do you like the least? 

NASASHA:  Politics, and the infighting.  We are all supposed to be members of one organization. Instead there 
seems to be a rivalry or maybe just friction between the members on the floor and the band.  That shouldnôt be. 

 

BR:  Where do you see the First Company ten years down the road? 

NATASHA:  About the same, if we are still around.  We need new blood, and we donôt seem to be attracting many 
new members.  I know that many organizations that depend upon volunteerism are having recruiting problems, but for 
us to survive we need new bodies.  After almost 246 years of continuous service, it would be too bad if the Command 
were to be lost to both the State and this nation. 

 

BR:  And where do you see yourself in ten years? 

NATASHA:  Itôs a little early for that.  I was just promoted to Corporal and made the Company Clerk.  Iôm still trying 
to get up to speed with the multitude of duties this assignment requires.  Once that happens, I can think about the 
future.  As it stands now, the skyôs the limit. 

 
Continued on next page 




